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NEWSLETTER APRIL 2016
EDITORIAL
As with all large organizations, our YFRWPA has
seen a lot of activity in the past 6 months.
Positive news about our vegetation re-growth plus
the developments in our exclusion zones continue
to draw great favour. A culling activity in December
2015 saw some 56 goats dispatched. This was
followed up by a recent helicopter cull in February
2016 which saw a further 84 taken off the Reserve.
Minimal foxes and cats have been sighted. But as
Kaz mentions in his report, aerial fox baiting
continues to play an important role.
Work continues on our venture to set up an office
and habitation facility at the old barites mine site.
But until this is established, our Association needs
members support to act as on-site contacts for the
tourists who wish to experience our reserve. Kym
develops this matter further in his section within
this newsletter.

(Year 16 Vol 20)

VICE PRESIDENT’S CONVERSATIONS ON OUR
FLORA AND FAUNA
Firstly, the good news is that YFRWs are being seen
in many more locations – including near the camp
site area and some of the gullies as you drive in
from 15 Mile Bore gate. Incidentally, that is what
happens when a local colony becomes overpopulated and new “home ranges” have to be
established.
Aerial fox baiting has been carried out in February,
and ground baiting is scheduled for13-16/5/16 and
18-21/11/16. The faithful few (Alex, the Knapps,
Marcus and myself) seem to be doing it again –
please remember that you are all invited. It does
involve a few hours of walking, and only rarely is
anyone geographically embarrassed.

Finally, Katrina has developed a small information
sheet that relates to the skills and services our
members might have to offer. Please take time to
go through the survey, fill it in and return it as soon
as possible.
Shane Fantinel
Re-vegetation effort of planting mulga and mallee
seedlings has been partially successful, and the
surviving plants are doing reasonably well.
Gathering of seed has not been very successful as
the bugs and birds seem to have beaten us to it
and eaten them before they dropped into the
elevated net beds built by JD. Seed producing
branches will have to be encased in sheer lady’s
stockings – if you have some to spare, please make
contact (John Drummond 83375958 or Kaz
83393507).
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The debate around the removal of the top
predator (dog/dingo) still goes on, but while our
reserve is in a sheep pastoral zone we must comply
with the law and destroy wild dogs – the
“Biteback” project covers this and is funded by the
SAALNRM Board and SASIF (SA Sheep Industry
Fund). Should you have serious interest in being
trained as a dog trapper - free training is available,
although prospects of work are low as a dog
sighting on “our patch” was more than six years
ago.
This brings up the issue of sheep in our southeastern area – where up to forty have been seen.
As dingoes are not a possibility, and mustering and
recovery of costs from the owners is not good for
neighbourly relations - fencing maintenance seems
our only option. The Committee may consider a
general work-bee to provide the “many hands”.
Finally, just to let you all know, in 2016, members
have reported the removal of 1 feral goat. Fifty-six
had been removed in December 2015 and the
DEWNR helicopter removed 84 in February.

Would like to know more? – feel free to make
contact – Kaz Herbst, Vice-President.
Kangaroo Browse Survey
Members may be aware that YFRWPA has signed
up to a Property Action Plan Agreement with
DEWNR as part of the ‘Connecting Community with
Ranges Riches’ funding program. It requires both
parties to the agreement to contribute towards
biodiversity conservation land management of the
Bunkers CR.
As a result of that agreement, our association is
receiving substantial and worthwhile input from
the department: aerial fox-baiting twice a year,
aerial goat control, money for fencing materials
and support with biological monitoring.
In June 2015 the department funded a goat browse
and yellow-footed rock-wallaby survey. This was
the first independent assessment of the state of
the Bunkers CR and a review of YFRWPA’s
environmental land management performance.
The survey gave us a very good report card.
In April 2016 Rob Brandle (DEWNR Port Augusta) is
organizing a kangaroo grazing (impact) monitoring
survey of the Bunkers CR. Members may have
noted that kangaroos, particularly euros, appear to
have become over-abundant in recent times.
While YFRWPA has a permit to cull small numbers
of these animals, this is only an adhoc
arrangement, based on subjective assessment.
An independent, scientific evaluation of their
impact on the native vegetation will give us a valid
reason and justification for any further kangaroo
culling. It should also silence any critics who might
question why kangaroos need to be culled.

Excessive numbers of euros are being recognised
and Destruction Permits are being sought (and
granted) for small numbers. NB: humane
destruction protocols must be adhered to. Further,
all cull reports need to be reported to me so that I
can submit our tally and or apply for a new permit
as required.
A small group of members have volunteered to
undertake a DEWNR Kangaroo browsing
assessment course 15-18/4/16.

Looking ahead, it will also provide us with baseline
data for ongoing environmental monitoring of the
impacts of grazing. Total grazing pressure is one of
the key factors affecting the environment in the
arid lands and is critical to the long-term health
and well-being of the yellow-footed rock-wallaby
population.
Rob has offered to train some members of
YFRWPA in how to conduct kangaroo-grazing
surveys. By participating in the up-coming survey,

we will gain the skills to assess this particular kind
of environmental impact over the decades ahead.
Given the difficult fiscal circumstances in which
governments find themselves these days, it is
unclear for just how long departmental support
will continue. That may be behind the offer to
train members! John Drummond has kindly agreed
to coordinate the training/survey weekend.
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The rest of the day is yours to do what ever you
want to do, a written work instruction has been
created which details all that is required to admit
guests and run the track.

Kaz Herbst and Alec MacDonald

If you are able to assist in running the Caernarvon
Track please contact the secretary by email at
admin@yellowfoot.org or phone and advise him of
the dates that you are able to cover as well as any
accommodation requirements such as a room in
Andu Lodge or a campsite.

TOURISM AND PROPERTY NEWS

Fence Maintenance

Caernarvon Track

As was stated at the 2015 Annual General Meeting
in my report fence maintenance is a priority to
keep stock out of The Bunkers Conservation
Reserve.

At the 2014 Annual General Meeting the question
was asked of the membership that were present
“who would be willing to go up and spend a week
or more at The Bunkers Conservation Reserve and
run the Caernarvon Track” and many people
indicated that they were keen to do so.
Based on this during 2015 the Committee has set
in place advertising that the track will be open for
business in 2016 from Easter to the end of October
and to do this we need help from the membership
to stay at The Bunkers and open the Caernarvon
Track for visitors.

If you do not know what to do please ask as many
members are able to show you how to repair the
fence line to what is required.
During a fence inspection in October 2015, 12
creek crossings were found to be void of netting
and several other locations were found to have
broken wires and star droppers not properly
secured.

We all became involved in Yellow-footed Rock
Wallaby Preservation Association for various
reasons but the time has come for all members to
stand up and do there fair share to enable the
continued success of the organization.
We need to cover 33 weeks in total and out of a
membership of 100 this should be achievable.
Currently we have 14 weeks covered on the roster
but need many more members to step up.
We have put the roster for people wanting to run
the Caernarvon Track up in the Members Area on
the Yellow-foot web page www.yellowfoot.org
If you can help by spending a week or two at The
Bunkers and enjoy this magnificent piece of South
Australia and open the track it will be appreciated.
The running of the track takes approximately 1
hour of your time in the morning to admit guests
and about the same amount of time in the
afternoon.

Most of this was repaired at the time but required
many days work by one person.
Many members say that they have checked the
fence but merely driving from point 55 to Pinnacle
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Bore does not fully check all of the fence line as the
fence does not run alongside the track all the time.
You need to actually get out of your vehicle and
walk over to the fence and look at it at all creek
crossings.
When you are at The Bunkers and want something
to do this is a simple but important job that you
are able to contribute to.
Other Maintenance or Work Required
If you are able to assist with any projects or
maintenance, please contact the secretary and
advise him.
If you see something that is in need of repair, if you
have the skills to properly repair it please do so,
but if it cannot be repaired please report it to the
secretary so we can allocate the work to the next
available member that can undertake the repair.
Projects that will be undertaken in the future will
be bringing one of the houses at the mine site up
to scratch so that members can stay in it when
running the Caernarvon Track.
Replacement of the amenities blocks at Andu
Lodge, completion of the camp kitchen (paving and
install of cooking facilities), install of gate on the
camp kitchen, install of gate on Tommy Gunyah
Track, if you can help with any of these projects
please contact the Secretary.
If anyone has a swing set or knows someone with
one that is in good condition and is willing to
donate it to Yellow-foot please contact Kym G so
that I can have a look at it and see if it would be
suitable for use at Andu Lodge, and if we get more
than one, we could use it at the Mine site when it
is handed back to us.

Kym Groves

Advertising our Self-drive 4WD Experience

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Phillip Wells has reported that our commercial 4x4
tour track has hit the tourism media. “The 2016
Flinders Ranges and Outback Guide is out and
we’re on page 12 of the online document, click this
link for your viewing pleasure.”

We have a new member Chris Mart (& wife
Michelle Mart). We acknowledge Jeanine Baker
who kindly gave up her membership, #19, in order
to bring on active member and donated $800 to
the Association!

http://flindersrangesandoutbackvisitorguide.realvi
ewdigital.com/#folio=1

Chris was nominated by Mark Spence. He is a keen
4x4 driver and skilled Diesel Mechanic. Both Chris
and Michelle look forward to being apart of our

continued efforts in conserving this beautiful part
of SA.

Approved transfers, in recent times (with their
sponsors in brackets) are: Terry Bettens (Kym
Groves); Greg Phillips (Mark Spencer); Rob and Anita
Westell (Brian Whittenbury); Phillip Wells (John
Drummond); Kai Efraimsen (Brian Whittenbury);
Dana Teusner (Katrina Windebank); Ian Lockert (Kaz
Herbst); Dom Greco (Kym Groves); and Fred and Joanne Severin (Bob Temby).
One new application has been received for approval.
This come from Mark Hartwig. His sponsor is Gil
Hartwig. Mark’s skills are in the areas of: an ex
banker; book-keeper; gardener and landscaping.
Mark joins a list of ten other interested people on our
waiting list.

th
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9.10am on the 5 March.
Whilst no lightning strikes nor flames were
reported in our Bunkers Reserve, this event serves
as a warning. We must be cognizant of the threat
posed by fire in our reserve. The Committee has
taken stock of all our assets and fire fighting
resources. Further, recommended steps outlining

what to do in the event of a fire occurring on our
Reserve have been laid out in a new document
entitled, ‘Emergency Procedures for Caernarvon 4Wheel Drive Track and The Bunkers Conservation
Reserve’. As with all our WHS documents, this is
available in a folder located in the filing cabinet at
Andu hut.

Qualifications, Skills and Attributes Survey

At the end of our newsletter is a simple
information sheet. Please take some time to read
through the sheet. It would be of great value and
benefit to our Association if you would fill out the
various sections and return the sheet to our
secretary. Snail mail would be: PO Box 376
Campbelltown SA 5074, otherwise those who are
blessed with IT skills could scan their file and email
it to: admin@yellowfoot.org
Katrina Windebank

FIRE PREVENTION PLANNING
Early March 2016 saw a stream of thundery
weather filter through the northern part of the
state. The consequence of this was a fire, started
by lightning, along the Hawker to Wilpena Road, at

Shane Fantinel
WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY NEWS
The good news is that no ‘Near Misses, Injuries or
Hazards’ were reported in the past 6 months.
Nonetheless, all members and their guests are
reminded of the legal requirements should such an
incident arise whilst visiting the Bunkers Reserve.
Copies of the form are available in the filing
cabinet at Andu hut.
Two new documents were added to our
compendium of WHS resources.
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One document is entitled, ‘Emergency Procedures
for Caernarvon 4-Wheel Drive Track and The
Bunkers Conservation Reserve.’
Name
Emergency
Procedures for
Caernarvon 4Wheel Drive
Track and The
Bunkers
Conservation
Reserve

Instruction
Number
YF-EP-02

Date

Version

23/01/16

2

Review
Date
23/01/19

Purpose
These procedures and contact numbers provide
information for members and visitors who may
visit The Bunkers Conservation Reserve for a day or
camp at the Camp Ground over several days.
This document consists of two pages of
information. As well as listing important contact
numbers, it covers issues such as:
• Severe or catastrophic fire danger day.
• Weather – rainfall prior to start of journey.
• Weather – rainfall during journey
• Injured person
• Person lost.
• Bushfire – in the area
• Bushfire – in the near vicinity
A second document is a current MSDS for handling
1080 baits. Members will be aware that baits are
laid, at regular intervals, by a dedicated team of
volunteers.

for the new growth of Eremophila longifolia in
particular, while the kangaroo browse the top of
shrubs sometimes smashing them down
completely.
Best method of reporting is a photograph of the
damage and email the photo on to Committee with
the co-ordinates accompanying the photograph.
MULGA Seedlings
Within the Southern Exclusion Area: It is now much
easier to water them now that the long length of

hose has been attached to the tap on the water
tank with another tap added to the outlet end of
the hose. The process of watering the seedlings is
now a one person operation.

Shane Fantinel
FAUNA AND FLORA MAKING THEIR PRESENCE
Northern & Southern Exclusion Zones
Re-vegetation
Confidence is improving with the rabbit infestation
of the Southern Exclusion area considered to be
free from the earlier occupation which had bred
within the enclosure.
Let’s not drop our guard but stay vigilant by
keeping a watchful eye open for any new sign of
grazing by rabbit or kangaroo therein. Rabbits
chew the bark from around the base of young
shrubs as high as 30 cm. They have a preference

When replenishing the water tank use a mix of 50%
Rainwater and Bore water. This suggestion is
aimed at preserving the rainwater supply now that
the seedlings are becoming more established. An
additional suggestion is to fill the tank to a quarter
full; this is safer. Simply turn the tap on at the tank,
take the plastic watering can with you and fill it
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from the outlet tap. With those seedlings that are
furthest away, it will pay to turn the tap “OFF” and
walk to these furthest seedlings.
In the drier periods be sure to give each seedling a
thorough soaking and with greater frequence.
Seed collecting of Mulga needs more refining to be
successful. What is wanted are ‘panty hose’ –
Are you able to help with the collecting of these
garments – preferably with one hole at the top!
Euro Browsing
Our guest speaker at our past AGM Robert Brandle
has taken this ‘on-board’ with the suggestion of a
study group and member training on an “Impact
Assessment” of kangaroo browsing.
This study group has now been arranged to be
undertaken in April over the weekend of 15th 18th. A good number of members have indicated
their interest in this training. Robert will conduct
the session from his DEWNR Office at Port
Augusta.

Fauna & Flora
The Bird List requires up-dating and is overdue. The
injury to Wally Klau’s foot is limiting his ability to
provide us with his help and expertise. He is hoping
to do a visit in a few weeks even if it is for a day
visit only. This will test out his foot out!
There is also the need for plant ID and
photographic recording of them and of their
habitat areas.
There are plants that are seasonable. These should
be recorded. This will indicate if they are

proliferating or if are they are perhaps
diminishing in number.
The ‘List’ as to what should or could be recorded is
unending. Photographs and GPS locations of items
such as Insects, reptiles, frog, butterfly, crickets,
bats, small mammals and trees that are over
stressed by mistletoe have yet to be done.
So to each and everyone of us who visits our
spectacular reserve, full of an array of many
wonders, your eyes should be ‘wide open” at all
times, carry with you a GPS, note book, pen and
camera and USE THEM!
John Drummond
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(version March 2016)

Qualifications, Skills and Attributes Survey
Dear YRWPA Members
I am putting together a matrix of all members’ qualifications (current), skills and attributes, in order to know which members we could possibly ask
for their assistance with future projects and upkeep of the Bunkers Reserve. This survey will also give us a better snap shot of our current
membership and enable us to look at recruiting future members with desired skills.
We would be very appreciative if you could take the time to fill out the following survey and where applicable, state the date you achieved the
qualification. At the end, can you please let us of how much advance notice would you require, before commencing any activity?
Privacy Statement - All data collected will be maintained by the Membership Officer and only be shared within the Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby
Preservation Association’s Committee, for the sole purpose of project and membership management. There will be no public access to this
information.
Any question, please email me at ak.windebank@bigpond.com
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Katrina Windebank – Membership Officer

Full Name:
Current Postal Address:
Best Contact Number:
Email Address:
Membership Number:
Key Collected:
How often do you visit
the Bunkers?

Qualifications, Skills and Attributes
• Environmental

Yes
X

No
X

Qualifications, Skills and Attributes
• General

Yes
X

No
X

Confident 4x4 driver
Access to a 4x4 vehicle
Access to a off road trailer
Able to navigate by map and compass/GPS
Photograph native animals and plants
Photograph photo points
Current First Aid training
Qualifications, Skills and Attributes

Yes

No

Current

Comments

(date achieved
qualification)

Weed identification/control
Native animal/vegetation surveying
Seed collection/planting
Environmental reporting/planning
National park & wildlife management
Current firearms licence purpose 3
1080 Baiting
Current

Comments

(date achieved
qualification)

Current

Comments
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•

Building

X

X

Yes
X

No
X

(date achieved
qualification)

Building
Electrical
Plumbing
Roofing
Fencing
Painting
General labour
Solar power installation/maintenance
Communication/telecommunication
Building /asset inspection
Plant equipment (i.e. tractor/dozer/bobcat)
Qualifications, Skills and Attributes
• Administration

Current

Comments

(date achieved
qualification)

Business reporting
Grant application experience
Financial/book keeping
Property/asset/insurance valuation
Marketing
General admin and computer skills
Web site design
Fundraising
Social Media administration
Policy & Procedure writing
WHS
Training and development
How much notice do you require, for providing assistance in upcoming projects (include any conditions or know
periods that you will be unavailable):

Any other qualifications, skills or attributes that we have missed and you feel we should know about:

