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NEWSLETTER APRIL 2015 (Year 15 Vol 20)
EDITORIAL
Welcome, to YFRWPA members and avid friends of
our association. This is our first newsletter for
2015. I anticipate at least two newsletters per year.
Members will be aware that we have adopted a
Business Management Plan. Our President, Gil,
goes into these roles in more detail further on.
Establishment of this Plan can be seen to
encompass our duel role as custodians of the
Bunkers Reserve. Firstly, as preservers and
conservers of the flora and fauna on the Reserve
(www.yellowfoot.org/). And, secondly, promoters
of the wonderful experiences for tourists to behold
under the Mt. Caernarvon Track commercial
venture (www.caernarvontrack.com/).

As we move forward, it is quite clear that a
concerted effort by all, towards our common goals,
is paramount.
Shane Fantinel

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
From matters raised at the AGM I have taken
action to allocate defined portfolios to committee
members to enable a more professional approach
to the reporting and administration of the various
tasks we undertake on your behalf.
Business Plan sub-committee
This has been set up to look at what our goals are
and how we intend to achieve them.

Mark Spencer as Treasurer is chair of this
committee and is assisted by Alex Mc Donald as
Secretary to the sub- committee. Other members
are the Association secretary: Jim Kennelly, Kym
Groves and Shane Fantinel.
Secretary - Jim Kennelly official administrator of all
business, keeper of records and signatory to all
official documents, camp site bookings for BCR.
Treasurer - Mark Spencer - custodian of finances,
cheque signatory, preparation of BAS statements,
annual budget and auditing of accounts.
Vice President - Kaz Herbst – Flora & Fauna
management, government reporting and baiting
program.
Tourism & Property Manager - Kym Groves was
the obvious choice for this portfolio.
Kym will administer the Mt Caernarvon four wheel
drive Track tour, handle the distribution of
members Keys, and oversee the maintenance
program for the reserve.
IT Manager - Charlie Onody is our webmaster and
will be assisting Kym with advertising and other
information for our web pages.
Construction manager - Bob Temby will oversee
the mine site development and construction
projects manager.
Membership Secretary - Katrina Windebank will
oversee membership and maintain database
records.
Liaison Officer - Shane Fantinel- Newsletter editor,
Fire and local (DEWNR) and other liaison.
Co-opted members
John Drummond - Flora, Fauna & Photo Point
records
Brian Whittenbury – negotiate tour operators &
newsletter contributor.
Warwick Duff – camp kitchen project
It is intended that these people will update you
through these pages as we progress, and I thank
them for their input to our common interests and
goals.
G.B.Hartwig OAM
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VICE PRESIDENT’S INSIGHTS INTO
GREENING OF THE BUNKERS
Having inherited some 50 Mulga seeds from John
D, these have been germinated and transferred
(with considerable losses) to LARGE 300 x 90mm
diameter plastic tubes and are now ready to be
planted.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Having had the losses due to hot and dry
conditions, I am waiting for the first reasonable
rain before planting these in the re-vegetation
areas. This will entail digging some 30 x 100mm
holes with a post-hole digger – volunteers are
welcome to lend a hand
The January rains have had been great for the
whole area – starting to dry off now.

Kaz Herbst

How You Can Help
The Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby Preservation
Association Inc. is looking for corporate sponsorship
and/or donations to the Bunker Block Project Public
Fund and all donations to this fund are fully tax
deductible. Any sponsorship or donations by you or
your company would be greatly appreciated and
would help make a significant difference to the
conservation of this very special piece of Australian
bush and its unique wildlife.
For more information please do not hesitate to
contact the Association at the above address or by
telephoning the Secretary: Mr James Kennelly on
0419 866 978 or the Vice President: Mr Kaz Herbst on
08 8339 3507.

Membership transactions have been steady over
the past year and a bit. Accordingly, we welcome
new members to our Association: Terry Bettens;
Greg Phillips; Rob Wastell; Phil Wells; Kai
Afraimsen; Dana Teusner; Ian Lochert and Dom
Greco. We have a waiting list of eight people – a
further transaction is pending in the near future.
Members who have followed our web site (s) will
be aware of the developments within our Reserve.
However, for the benefit of our new people,
developments include: construction of an
accommodation hut – this sleeps 6 people; a gas
BBQ – please supply your own 9kg bottle;
community gathering area round a fire pit – there
is a small supply of fire wood on hand but
supplying your own is handy; hot water for
showers – again, there is a small supply of kindling
for the ‘rocket’ but bringing your own helps; UHF
radio and white board for communication; chairs,
tables and assorted cutlery; and cleaning
equipment for the rooms and showers. Projects on
the go are a Camp Kitchen – to the side of the
community gathering area; and toilet facilities at
Murray Gully. If members have ideas about what
they would like to see in our Reserve, please visit
our web site and fill in the Suggestion Box.
Members Area
Committee
Web Mail
Constitutional
Rules

Policies &
Procedures

News Letters

Forms

Contact

Suggestion Box

Please help us to improve this website with any
suggestions or complaints.
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Members will be aware that for over a year now,
we have managed the tourism side of our Mt.
Caernarvon Track. This involved the inclusion of a
new track, on the southern end, which sweeps its
way through beautiful valleys and hill-tops down
towards Moxam’s Hut. Along the way, venturers
can stop off at a picnic ground, with toilet facilities,
and a lookout, which faces the Druid Range.
Mining at the Barites’ Mine, on the northern end of
our Reserve, ceased over a year ago. Work is
currently taking place, by the Company, on
cleaning up the site. Negotiations have taken place
with the Mining Company on what resources we
can utilize at the site. More information about our
plans for this site will follow.

Bedroom at Bunker’s Camp Site

Whilst we have a fixed membership of 100, we are
continually adding people who are in a position to
be an active member and contribute to the
ongoing progress of the Reserve. We are looking
for people who have an interest in conservation
and in the protection of the Yellow Footed Rock
Wallaby, handy on the tools and love to get out
into our Reserve on a 4x4 drive. If current
members know someone like this, and are happy
to sponsor their application, I would love to hear
from you.
Finally, if you are a member and have not been
actively involved, or foresee that you will no longer
be able to continue being active, you may wish to
consider transferring your membership to
someone who is. Please keep in mind that all fees
will need to be paid, prior to a transfer. I would be
happy to organize an approved person that you
can transfer you membership to. Just drop me an
email via admin@yellowfoot.org

BBQ at Bunker’s Camp Site

Katrina Windebank

Toilet and Showers (2x) at Bunker’s Camp Site
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The time has come for YFRWPA to confer with
DEWNR. This provides an opportunity to address any
need for change. One possibility is a change of
tenure. Section 19 of the MOA allows for this to
happen.

Common Room (under shelter) at Bunker’s Camp
Site

BUSINESS PLANNING
A small sub-committee, chaired by Treasurer Mark
Spencer, together with Shane Fantinel and Alex
McDonald, has commenced work on compiling a
business plan for the Bunkers Conservation
Reserve.
Once completed it will provide
transparency and improved financial direction for
reserve operations, particularly the Caernarvon
Track, which is becoming more widely known in the
4WD community and is expected to be the major
source of future income.
The initial focus will be on the sustainability of the
YFRWPA over the next 12 months; what we should
do and how much we spend in the short term to
increase our income from the Caernarvon Track to a
level that will allow us to move forward with
confidence.
To achieve this goal we need to address Track
opening times, accommodation and rostering for
Track operators, advertising and Track maintenance
requirements. It would be helpful if members with
bright ideas could put them forward.
Alternative Land Tenure Options for the Bunkers
Conservation Reserve
The Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), one of two
official documents underpinning the Bunkers
Conservation Reserve, was signed in February 2002
and the reserve proclaimed a month later. The term
of the MOA is 21 years and the YFRWPA is required
to confer no later than 14 years after
commencement to negotiate either a further 21 year
agreement or an extension.

The Bunkers’ current status as a Crown land
reserve has drawbacks. Although YFRWPA are the
registered custodians, the Association is not
identified upfront in government land tenure
information systems. The Minister is listed as the
primary landholder in tenure searches conducted
by third parties eg mining companies. That
situation is not ideal and has caused us problems.
Also, Conservation Reserve status does not allow
YFRWPA to apply for (some kinds of) conservation
grant funding, such as those available to the owners
of land held under Heritage Agreement.
The MOA says that if the Association requests a
different form of tenure the Minister will give due
consideration. It goes on to say that if any
alternative form of tenure (such as a Crown lease) is
granted, it must include covenants to carry out the
obligations under the Financial Agreement (FA) with
the Commonwealth. The main requirement being to
manage the land for nature conservation purposes in
accordance with an agreed plan of management.
If there was a change of tenure, the focus and
commitment to biodiversity conservation that has
prevailed since proclamation will continue. The
Bunkers will still be managed as an IUCN Category IV
reserve in accordance with the approved plan of
management. That should be adequate assurance of
our environmental integrity.
Other NGOs are known to hold properties in the
Northern Rangelands under Pastoral Lease but with
the prescribed stocking rate reduced to zero. That is
not an ideal situation either, as pastoral leases are
not designed for conservation land. It is understood
that DEWNR have wanted a Conservation Crown
Lease system installed as an alternative. There may
be other options available.
The YFRWPA intends entering into negotiations with
DEWNR (as part of the review of the MOA) to see if
better tenure for the Bunkers Conservation Reserve
can be found with no-disadvantage or additional
imposts on the Association.
Alex McDonald
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FIRE PREVENTION PLANNING
In late 2014 the Committee received a document
from the Department of Environment, Water and
Natural Resources (DEWNR) entitled, ‘Draft Fire
Management Plan, Northern Flinders Ranges’. The
document incorporated a number of parks and
reserves. Our Bunker’s Reserve was also included.
Maps of the areas under the plan can be accessed
using the link:
http/www.environment.sa.gov.au/firemanagemen
t/Fire Management Maps
Members who have driven round our Mt.
Caenarvon Track (formerly Sky Tack) over the years
will have seen the regeneration of vegetation from
the extensive bushfire of November 1991.
Lightning strike is very common in the area: near
Wilpena Pound in 2012 and at Rawnsley Park quite
recently. Thus, whilst fires cannot be completely
prevented, we can take precautions at the speed
and spread during its occurrence.
YFRWPA Committee has identified assets and fire
fighting resources (extinguishers; water supplies;
access points; safe refuge areas etc.) on the
Bunkers Reserve. However, plans re logistics and
GPS coordinates, for land strips to be worked, have
still to be finalized. We thank the work done over
the years by DEWNR ranger, Ken Anderson. At this
point in time, it is a matter of ‘watch this space’.

by way of the Work Health and Safety Act 2012
(SA) and the Work Health and Safety Regulations
2012 (SA). These are supported by a Codes of
Practice document; virtually all the States and
Territories have adopted this document.
YFRWPA is by no means exempt from the Act,
Regulations and Code – no discussion needed.
Quite a bit of work has been carried out for the
Bunkers Reserve. Kym has developed several draft
policies. These include: “Caernarvon Track
Conditions of Entry’; ‘Diesel Water Pump Safety
Instructions’; ‘Power System Safety Instructions’;
and ‘Ute Safety Instructions’.
Everyone is aware that a trip to the Bunkers
Reserve must be first logged with our Secretary,
Jim. Further, that upon arrival you must sign the
attendance book. An additional requirement is that
attendees must write up their activities for the day
on the white board. Katrina has developed draft
documents for ‘Hazard Reporting’ and ‘Accident
Incident and Personal Injury’. These are currently
being studied by the Committee and should be
ratified shortly. Remember, by law all incidents
must be reported and all injuries must be logged
within 24 hours.

Shane Fantinel

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY NEWS
Over the past few years, Safe Work Australia has
worked on improving work health and safety
arrangements across Australia. In 2012, the South
Australian government implemented new changes

Shane Fantinel
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FLORA AND FAUNA MAKING THEIR
PRESENCE
My comments here have been formulated as
concisely and precisely as possible. This means
they will be self-explanatory without too much
detail.
I suggest that all YFRW Members and volunteer
groups be enlisted to carry out observations to
record what they see during their stay. Any ideas
or suggestions can be passed on to the Committee
for consideration.
1. “Photo Points” Marked with steel droppers
with yellow caps and GPS co-ordinates recorded on
database. To photograph and record the changes
caused by the changing seasons to the
Environment at given points over extended period.
2. “Flora” to record all species within the Bunkers
Reserve, to photograph and identify Plant species,
GPS of major distribution areas. Sample pictures
can be viewed by clicking on the ‘Bullock Bush Tree
Photograph’ on the opening page of our YFRWPA
web site.

a. Bird Checklist: Recording all species present on
the Bunkers Reserve at various times and seasons.
The current list can be viewed by clicking on the
‘Emu Photograph’ on the opening page of our
YFRWPA web site.

b. Record all Animal and Reptile species including
bats, spider, ant, frog, beetles and any unusual
things.
4. “Exclusion Zone Areas“: Maintain and repair
fences, removal of feral species.
Record: all living things – Trees, Shrubs, Grasses,
Animal, Reptile, Insects and Bird species within.
Projects on the go are a program for the removal
of pest weed species, particularly along the Mt.
Caernarvon Track.

3. “Fauna” to record all living species present on
the Bunkers Reserve, to photographically record as
many as possible.
Work in collecting specimens of all things relevant
as a record to the area is continually on going.
We must be vigilant about the possibility of coming
across Flora and Fauna, which is uncommon to the
area. These need to be GPS and photographed.
A final project of interest will be the collation of
weather patterns from Photo Point photos and
sightings by our visitors and tourists.
John Drummond
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CONSTRUCTIONS ON THE GO
Oraparinna Site (formerly the Barytes Mine)
Over the best part of the last twelve months, work
on reinstating the mine site has been proceeding
well with heavy equipment on site cleaning up.
Perimeter fencing, around the areas that cannot be
accessed at present, has been completed.
Members will note, as they drive past the turn off
on the main road, that the gate is padlocked and
the site should not be entered.
Forecast hand over is expected in the second half
of the 2015.
Kitchen Area inside a Building at Oraparinna

One of three Buildings at Oraparinna
Lounge Room inside a Building at Oraparinna
Camp Kitchen
If members were not aware, the location of this
facility is just south off the main fire pit / BBQ area.
The walls and roof were constructed during April.
There is some further ground work (gravel or
paving slabs) will be required after the structure is
up and before it can be used.
Outside of Building at Oraparinna

Murray’s Gully toilet
The toilet structure is on site. The projected date
for the pouring concrete base is the 8th - 10th of
May. The toilet should be operational from the
10th of May on. Due to the site being built up, it will
be necessary to back fill around the base of the
concrete slab. The work will be done at a later date
when the digger is in the area.

Tommy Gunya Gate
This entrance way currently has a chain across the
roadway, secured in place with the membership
padlock. It is expected work on the new gate will
be carried out and completed on the same trip as
the work on Murray’s Gully toilet.
Bob Temby
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Caernarvon Track / Property
On the 15th March 2015 the Variety Club Challenge
was provided access to the Carenarvon Track as a
special one of access for the charity. With just on 45
4WD’s including support vehicles the event was very
successful with all participants providing great
feedback on the Caernarvon Track.
We have already had bookings form the participants
wanting to take their friends on the track.
Part of the new track coming off the Southern
Lookout

Some of the Vehicles at the lunch stop.

Members Participation
As was discussed at the Annual General in order to
ensure that The Caernarvon Track be open for major
times during the year we are asking for members to
volunteer to be at The Bunkers at certain times to be
able to open the track to the public.
The following dates are up for volunteers to spend a
great time at The Bunkers and enjoy what we have
but also open the track for visitors.
6/06/2015 to 8/06/2015 June Long Weekend would
need to be at The Bunkers on 5/062015 and leave
after last Vehicle has left The Bunkers on the
afternoon of the 8/06/2015
27/06/2015 to 19/07/2015 this covers the Eastern
States and South Australian School Holidays.
19/09/2015 to 11/10/2015 this covers the Eastern
States and South Australian School Holidays and the
October long weekend
If you are able to be at The Bunkers during any of
these times please notify the Track Manager via the
Bookings email on the Caernarvon Track Web Page.
When Ever you book to go to The Bunkers please ask
if there is any work that needs to be done, also if you
have a trailer and you have some spare room there is
always something that needs to be taken to the
property.

Infrastructure Maintenance
As of Easter weekend all of the infrastructure is in
good condition and working well. The one thing that
is not working is the sweep fan in the four bed room,
this has been disconnected for safety as a result of an
injury sustained.
If during your visit you find that there is a problem
with any equipment or something is not working as it
should be, if you can repair it properly please do so, if
it cannot be repaired please report the problem with
all details of what is needed to the Secretary, if extra
parts are required please list them so that they can
be purchased and taken up when someone is going
to The Bunkers next.
The Ute
This was kindly donated to us through some
negotiation from Brian, the ute is not registered and
cannot be taken off of The Bunkers Conservation
Reserve.
The ute is only to be used for work and if you use the
ute please replace the fuel used and you will be
reimbursed, Please ensure you follow the Work
Instruction for the Safe Use of Ute.

Kym Groves

